US                                            BURMESE   DRAMA

'The king will never know. Let us sleep,' the hunter says, and the
wife echoes: 'Yes, he will never know. Aye, let us sleep/ as the king
silently leaves the scene.

The next scene is the bedchamber of the queen, who is in travail.
In a soliloquy the king decides to wait until the heir is born. The
queen cries as she has had a bad dream. A son is born, and the
queen is overjoyed. The next moment an executioner arrives to take
her away. She is beaten to death.

As the ploughing is done, the brother joyously returns to the
hunter's hut, and is puzzled as it is empty. A passer-by informs him
of the misfortune that has come to his household. He sings sad
songs. That night, he enters the palace and runs away with his
nephew into the forest, where a god makes the child grow up at once
into a youth of eighteen years. The uncle and nephew wander about
the forest in search of food. The youth finds himself in a strange
city which adjoins the forest, and entering a pleasant garden, he falls
asleep on a bed of flowers. Now the city has no king but only a
queen, and soothsayers have foretold that a man, destined to be a
great king, will be found one day sleeping on the bed of flowers.
Some courtiers find the prince asleep, awaken him, and hastily fetch
the queen. The prince and the queen fall in love, and plight their
troth in song and dance. They go to the palace where the young
prince is crowned king. His uncle meanwhile is in great anxiety for
his nephew, and following footmarks, he arrives at the palace, where
he loudly demands the restoration of his nephew to him. He is taken
to the king, whom he tries to embrace, recognizing him to be his lost
nephew. But the king is ashamed of his lowly uncle, denies all
knowledge, and orders that he be trampled to death by elephants.

The scene is now the place of execution. The uncle sings doleful
songs. The elephants, though prodded on by their drivers, refuse to
trample on him. This is taken to be a sign of his innocence by those
present, and an appeal for pardon is made to the king, who arrives
on the scene, but he is reluctant to stop the execution. A goddess
appears, and the uncle recognizes her to be his sister. She tells
the king that she was his mother, and makes him repent and ask
for forgiveness from the uncle. She then leaves, dancing a spirit
dance and singing a sorrowful song in which she relates her tragic
story.

The similarities between this play and The History of Tkaton are
many and obvious. The idea of a brother and sister being parted,